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Introduction 
The database is designed for use by road safety professionals working in Greater Manchester 

local authorities. Access is by user name and password. 

 

To register for the website go to: 

 

www.gmtu.gov.uk/registration/register.aspx 
 

The accident data can be accessed either by navigating the interactive map or by running 

search queries. 

 

Web browser 
This application has been tested using Internet Explorer versions 6 and 7 and Firefox 2.0.0.9. 

Your browser must be configured to allow cookies and pop-up windows. 

 

Please note that your session will time-out after 30 minutes of inactivity. 

 

Data 
The data will be uploaded to the website in three-monthly blocks. It is expected that the data 

will be available as follows: 

 

January to March data from 1 June  

April to June data from 1 September  

July to September data from1 December  

October to December data from 1 March  

 

Interactive Map 
By default the map will display all accidents in the database. No accidents will be displayed 

until you have zoomed in sufficiently. 
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Navigation 
The map can be navigated using the buttons above the map. 

 

 

ZOOM IN when selected, either click on the map or drag a rectangle 

over the area you wish to zoom in to. The smaller the 

rectangle the greater the level of zoom 

 

ZOOM OUT when selected, either click on the map or drag a rectangle 

over the area you wish to zoom out from. The smaller the 

rectangle the greater the level of zoom 

 

RE-CENTRE when selected, click on the map to re-centre it on the 

location clicked 

 

HOME click this button to return the map to its starting view 

 

PAN when selected, drag the mouse over the map to pan it 

 

 

You can zoom to a particular street using the search facility positioned below the map: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Enter the name of the street and select a local authority. If your search is successful then any 

matching streets will appear in a box below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the required street to zoom to that street. 

 

Key 

 

 red square fatal accident 

 yellow circle serious accident 

 blue triangle slight accident 
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Interrogating a single accident 

 

Click on the information button (see right). When you move the mouse over 

the map the cursor will change to a hand
1
. Click on an accident and a new 

window will open displaying the details of the accident (see Figure 1).  

The standard summary report 
The standard summary report is used to display the details of any number of accidents. 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Standard Summary 

 

Use the help icons  for a description of each part of the report. 

 

Exporting to CSV format 
To export the details of the accidents, casualties and vehicles in the standard summary 

window click the relevant export to CSV button. You will be given the option of saving the 

file or opening it in Microsoft Excel (assuming you have Excel installed on your PC). The 

CSV file will contain one line per accident/vehicle/casualty. If you need to subsequently 

cross references casualties to accidents or vehicles to accidents you can use the 

ReferenceNumber and Year columns which, in combination, are unique for each accident. 

                                                
1
 Not when using Firefox. 
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Alternatively you can use any combination of the accidentID, vehicleID and casualtyID 

columns which are unique for each accident, vehicle and casualty respectively. 

 
Exporting to XML format 
To export the details of the accidents in the standard summary window click the 

export to XML button. 

 

Interrogating multiple accidents 
The first step is to select the accidents you wish to view. Use one of the three multiple 

selection tools: 

 

 

CIRCLE SELECT after clicking this icon, drag out a circle on the map 

to select all of the accidents within the circle 

 

RECTANGLE SELECT after clicking this icon, drag out a rectangle on the 

map to select all of the accidents within the 

rectangle 

 

POLYGON SELECT after clicking this icon, click on the map at each 

vertex of the polygon you wish to create. Double-

click for the last vertex. 

 

The selected accidents will be highlighted: 

 

 
 

To view the details of the selected accidents click the details icon (see right). 

The standard summary report window will be populated as described earlier. 

If the window is already open then its contents will be refreshed with the 

current data (see Figure 1). 

 

 

To de-select the currently selected accidents click the clear selection button. 
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Searching the database 
The search form to the right of the map can be used to search the accident database (see 

Figure 2). 

 

Search criteria 
It is possible to select from the following criteria: 

 

local authority Select all or one of the ten local authorities in Greater Manchester 

ward This option is only available when a specific local authority has been 

selected
2
 

accident date You must specify either a start date and an end date or a start year and an 

end year. If specifying a date then the format must be dd/mm/yyyy 

casualty class select at least one casualty class 

casualty age optionally specify a lower age and/or an upper age limit 

casualty severity select at least one 

casualty gender select any, male or female 

vehicle type select at least one vehicle type 

road surface 

conditions 

select at least one 

light conditions select at least one 

 

                                                
2
 Please note that some accidents have been incorrectly assigned to the wrong local authority. So for any one 

authority the total number of accidents in that authority may not match the total number of accidents in all of 

the wards in that authority. 
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Figure 2 Search form 
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Click the search button to perform the search. If the load on the web server is heavy and the 

query is complex then the response may be slow. If the search is successful the number of 

accidents found will be displayed: 

 

 
 

A number of buttons will now also be displayed. 

 

Display results on map 
To display the results on the map, click the display on map button. The map will be 

refreshed. Note that the same symbol is used for all accident severities. To return to the view 

of the full set of accidents click the show all button. 

 

Summary 
To display a brief summary of the results click on the summary button. A new window will 

be opened (see Figure 3). Note that if the search returns more than 4000 records then this 

option will not be available. This is to avoid an excessive download from the server. 

 

 

Figure 3 summary window 

 

Reports 
Three reports are currently available: standard summary, severity by year and standard totals. 
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Standard summary report 
This report will generate a report similar to that described earlier (see Figure 1).  Note that if 

the search returns more than 4000 records then this option will not be available. This is to 

avoid an excessive download from the server. 

 

Severity by year report 
This will display tables of accident severity for each year of the search (see Figure 4) and 

charts of the same data (see  Figure 5). Note: this report will only be available if whole years 

have been selected in the search. 

 

 

Figure 4 Severity by year report - tables 
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Figure 5 Severity by year report – example chart 

 

 

Standard totals report 
This report will generate tables of aggregates for accident severity, casualties by age and sex, 

casualties by age and class, cyclist and pedestrian casualties by age, school pupil casualties, 

and casualties by type – driver, passenger, pedestrian etc (see Figure 6 for a sample extract). 

 

 

Figure 6 Standard totals report - extract 
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Response times 
All searches  and reports are carried out in  real-time so the more complex your queries and 

the more results they generate the slower the response times will be. The number of other 

users accessing the system and the speed of your Internet connection will also be factors.  

 

Contacts 
If you are experiencing technical difficulties then please contact: 

 

Nick Gould 

GMTU 

n.gould@manchester.gov.uk 

0161 455 2140 

 

If you wish to discuss any other aspects of the system then please contact: 

 

Peter Bearon 

GMTU 

p.bearon@manchester.gov.uk 

0161 455 2066 
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